
THE ROYAL HIGH SCHOOL 
National 5 Modern Languages Exam Preparation 

 

1. What do I need to do? 

Firstly, don’t panic.  Secondly, get organised.  If you have bits of paper and notes all over the place NOW is the time 

to get them into order and into a folder.  You will need the following: 

- Vocabulary booklet 

- Topic & Grammar sheets (put these into a folder with different sections for Society, Learning, Employability, Culture 

and Grammar) 

- Past jotters 

- Dictionary 

 

 

2. What should I study and when? 

You will need to make a week-by-week study plan.  It is impossible to cram vocabulary at the last minute so the 

earlier you start this, the better (and the more you will retain).  All of the National 5 topics (below) should be 

included in your study plan.    You must also be sure to get practice in all of the elements of talking, listening, 

reading and writing and you must make a point of revising all vocabulary and grammar points covered in class.  

 CONTEXT TOPIC 

SOCIETY Friends & Family, Lifestyles, Media, Global Languages and Citizenship 

LEARNING Learning in Context, Education 

EMPLOYABILITY Jobs, Work and CVs 

CULTURE Planning a Trip, Other Countries, Special Event, Literature, Film & Television 

 

 

 

3. How many hours of revision should I be doing each week? 

Ideally you should be doing at least 2 hours per week.  Remember that you have a variety of subjects to study for so 

be sure to create a well-balanced study plan across all subjects.  In terms of revision, you should be practising all four 

elements, in addition to learning vocabulary and practising dictionary skills. 

 

 

4. How do I improve my listening skills? 

It is vital that you listen to the MFL as much as possible - this is the only way to improve! 

- Listen to MFL online through radio/television, Youtube clips, MLF songs for at least 10 minutes per day. 

- Watch DVDs in MLF with English subtitles (or vice versa).  Choose films that you know well as you’ll recognise the 

dialogue. 

- Do one listening past paper per week (Credit/Int 2 listening past papers are on the SQA website) 

- Revise vocabulary at least twice a week (this will help enormously with listening comprehension) 

- Listen to any listening homework files (go over any that you didn’t do so well in) 

- Practise taking short notes in the MFL from Au Micro and any other listening files 

 



Remember, in the listening exam, you don’t need to understand the whole audio file to get the correct answer.  Take 

your cue from the questions and learn to pick out key information and to take notes effectively.  In the final exam, 

you will hear the dialogue 3 times, so don’t panic.  Finally, remember that your answers in the exam must be in 

English. 

 

5. How do I improve my reading and dictionary skills? 

The more you read, the wider your vocabulary will become – fact!  Find something that interests and try to read as 

much as possible.   There is a wealth of material available online. 

- Do one past paper per week (Credit/Int 2 reading past papers are on the SQA website) 

- Copy all additional vocabulary into your vocabulary jotter 

- Revise vocabulary at least twice a week (knowing vocabulary will save you valuable time in the final exam) 

- Expanding your vocabulary is key – set yourself a target of learning at least 20 new words a week. 

- Dictionary skills are very important to so get your own dictionary and practise using it (you will feel much more at 

ease using your own dictionary in the exam) 

- If unsure of a word which you have looked up, look it up in the English side to see if the meanings match 

 

 

6. How do I improve my talking skills? 

Practice makes perfect.  Practise reading your resources aloud and get used to hearing yourself speaking in the MFL.  

The more that you do this, the more confident you will become.  Practise speaking to friends and family.  The final 

talking assessment is worth 30% of your overall mark and is composed of a presentation (10%) and a follow-up 

conversation (20%).  You really need to ensure that you are prepared for this.  5% of the conversation mark is 

awarded for a ‘natural’ element.  This means that you need to add authentic MFL conversational language.  Improve 

your talking by doing the following: 

- Learn vocabulary and phrases regularly  

- Learn how to express opinions e.g. agreeing, disagreeing 

- Learn how to ask questions, ask for questions to be repeated, ask for explanations 

- Record your presentation/responses and listen to your recording 

- Ensure that you know how to pronounce vocabulary (use the ‘Pronounce’ app,  www.voki.com or 

www.textivate.com) 

- Try to increase your confidence in speaking (watch TV personalities to see how they deliver with confidence) 

- When making notes/prompt sheets, be selective in the words that you need 

 

 

7. How do I improve my writing skills? 

Accuracy is key in writing.  Go over your grammar notes and always check spelling in the dictionary.  It’s worth 

practising grammar exercises on websites such as www.languagesonline.org.uk.   

- Plan your work carefully and write in paragraphs 

- Present information clearly 

- Manage your time carefully 

- Use your dictionary as a support (but don’t over-rely on this) 

 

http://www.voki.com/
http://www.textivate.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/


In the final exam, you will have to write a letter which is worth 20% of your overall score.  The first four bullet points 

are the same every year so make sure that you have a good draft (checked by your teacher) from which to revise.  In 

addition to this, there are two ‘unseen’ bullet points.  You will need to prepare responses for a number of different 

scenarios.  Make sure that your teacher has checked your notes before you start revising.  Preparing thoroughly and 

revising the letter will make all the difference. 

 

8. Can you suggest any ways to learn speaking/writing? 

 

In terms of revising, work out whether you are a visual, auditory or kinaesthetic learner. 

 

Tips for visual learners 

- Write the text over and over (different coloured pens/paper) 

- Write each paragraph on a different piece of colour card 

- Draw mind-maps with pictures to represent key points 

 

Tips for auditory learners 

- Record yourself reading the text and listen to it as much as you can (on the bus, running etc.) 

- Set the text to your favourite tune 

 

Tips for kinaesthetic learners 

- Type out the text and then cut it up into different paragraphs/sentences/phrases.  Mix up the 

paragraphs/sentences/phrases then time yourself putting them back into the correct order. 

 

9. Can you recommend any websites or apps? 

There are literally thousands of apps and websites.  Here are some that we recommend but you are sure to come 

across others. 

 FRENCH GERMAN SPANISH 

General 
Revision 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages 
www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-
sunderland 
www.zut.org.uk 
www.maryglasgowplus.com 
http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/ 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages 
www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-
sunderland 
www.deutschewelle.de 
www.maryglasgowplus.com 
http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/ 

www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages 
www.donquijote.com 
www.maryglasgowplus.com 
www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/pres_per
f.php 
 www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammarww
w.studyspanish.com 
www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/ 
www.audiria.com/ 
www.notesinspanish.com/spanish-audio 
http://scholar.hw.ac.uk/ 

Grammar www.frenchabout.com 
www.lepointdufle.net 

www.germanabout .com www.spanishabout.com 

TV www.bbc.co.uk/languages/frenchTV 
TV5 – Virgin 825, Sky 799 
Euronews – Virgin 620, Sky 508 

www.bbc.co.uk/languages/frenchTV 
TV5 – Virgin 825, Sky 799 
Euronews – Virgin 620, Sky 508 

Euronews – Virgin 620. Sky 508 

Radio Tunein.com/radio/French-Music-g143 Tunein.com/radio/Germany-r100346 Tunein.com/radio/Spanish-r100416 

Dictionary www.dictleo.org www.dictleo.org www.dictleo.org 

 

10.  Should I buy any study guides? 

Study guides are useful but not essential, provided that your notes are comprehensive and well-organised.  If you do 

wish to buy a guide there are a number from which to choose.  Alternatively, there are lots of resources available 

online. 

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages
http://www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-sunderland
http://www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-sunderland
http://www.zut.org.uk/
http://www.maryglasgowplus.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages
http://www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-sunderland
http://www.sunderlandschools.org./mfl-sunderland
http://www.deutschewelle.de/
http://www.maryglasgowplus.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages
http://www.donquijote.com/
http://www.maryglasgowplus.com/
http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/pres_perf.php
http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/pres_perf.php
http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/
http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/
http://www.studyspanish.com/
http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/
http://www.audiria.com/
http://www.notesinspanish.com/spanish-audio/
http://www.frenchabout.com/
http://www.lepointdufle.net/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/frenchTV
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/frenchTV
http://www.dictleo.org/
http://www.dictleo.org/
http://www.dictleo.org/


 

11. What will I have to do in the final exam? 

The structure of the final exam is detailed below.  N.B. The talking element of the exam takes place in Feb/March 

whereas the rest of the exam takes place during the normal SQA exam diet. 

PAPER FORMAT LENGTH MARKS OVERALL % 
Reading 3 texts of equal length and demand 

Dictionary permitted 
1 hour 30 30% 

Writing Candidates must produce a letter of application 
using the 6 bullet points that follow (the first 4 are 
generic, the last 2 specific to the advert). 

30 minutes 20 20% 

Listening One monologue and one conversation. 
 

20 minutes 20 20% 

Talking Presentation and follow-on conversation in the MFL  
 
(from one of the four contexts) 

Presentation 1.5 – 2 mins 
 

Conversation 4-5 mins 

10 
 

20 

10% 
 

20% 

 
 
 
12. How will I be graded in the final speaking exam? 

PRESENTATION 
 

Categories Specific Commentary   

Very good - Speaks fluently and without undue hesitation, and/or recovers well when there is some hesitation. 
- A wide range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to National 5. 
- Handles most aspects of grammar accurately, although there may be some minor errors. 
- Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be readily understood by a sympathetic speaker of the 
language. 

10 
 

Good - May speak with some degree of hesitation, but generally recovers well. 
- An appropriate range of vocabulary and structures for National 5. 
- Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be generally understood by a sympathetic speaker of the 
language. 

8 
 

Satisfactory - Handles language appropriate to National 5 with a degree of grammatical accuracy sufficient to 
ensure that communication is achieved. 
- May speak with a considerable degree of hesitation, but makes some attempt to recover. 
- Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be understood by a sympathetic speaker of the language. 

6 
 

 
Unsatisfacto
ry 

- Difficulty in achieving communication because of limited range of vocabulary and structures and/or 
serious inaccuracies in language appropriate to 
National 5. 
- May speak with considerable degree of hesitation, but makes some attempt to recover. 
- Pronunciation and intonation sufficient to be understood by a sympathetic speaker of the language, 
although some points may not be immediately clear. 

4 
 

Poor - Communication seriously impeded because of limited range of vocabulary and structures and/or 
serious inaccuracies in language appropriate to National 5. 
- Pronunciation and/or intonation may be such as would not be readily understood without 
clarification, even by a sympathetic speaker of the language. 

2 
 

Very poor - Very little is intelligible to a sympathetic speaker of the language. 0 
 



CONVERSATION 
 

Categories Specific Commentary   

Very good 
 

- Understands almost all of what is said. 
- The interlocutor can speak at normal speed, using detailed language, occasionally using 
repetition and/or rephrasing. 
- Can respond using detailed language to express a wide range of ideas and opinions. 
- Can sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking help 
when necessary. 

15 



Good - Understands most of what is said, although may require some clarification. 
- The interlocutor can usually speak at normal speed, using a range of detailed language, using 
repetition and/or rephrasing when required. 
- The interlocutor may have to provide some help or prompting. 
- Can respond using some detailed language to express some ideas and opinions. 
- Can sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by seeking help 
when necessary. 

12 

Satisfactory 
 

- Understands some of what is said, although may require some clarification. 
- The interlocutor can occasionally use a range of detailed language. 
- The interlocutor can sometimes speak at normal speed, and frequently uses repetition and/or 
rephrasing. 
- The interlocutor may have to provide help and prompting frequently. 
- Can respond with some ideas and opinions. 
- Can use some limited familiar detailed language. 
- May attempt to sustain the conversation by, for example, asking relevant questions and by 
seeking help when necessary. 

9 

Unsatisfactory 
(near miss) 

- Has difficulty in understanding what is said, even with help. 
- The interlocutor can only use familiar detailed language. 
- The interlocutor speaks slowly and uses repetition and re-phrasing frequently. 
- The interlocutor may have to provide help with every question. 
- Responds with minimal ideas and opinions. 
- Has difficulty in sustaining the conversation. 

6 

Poor 
 

- Has difficulty in understanding most of what is said. 

- The interlocutor can only use a limited range of familiar detailed language. 

- The interlocutor speaks slowly and has to use repetition and re-phrasing for most questions. 

- The interlocutor has to provide help with every question. 

- May frequently respond with one-word answers. 

- Cannot sustain the conversation. 

3 

Very poor 
 

- Understands very little of what is said despite repetition and rephrasing. 
- Very little is intelligible to a sympathetic speaker of the language. 

0 

 
 
 
NATURAL ELEMENT 
 

Categories Specific Commentary   

Very good The candidate is able to sustain and maintain a natural conversation, responding to 
some questions and employing a range of techniques. 

5 

Satisfactory The candidate can, with help and prompting, adequately maintain a natural conversation and 
respond to some questions. 

3 

Very poor The candidate is unable to sustain or maintain a conversation and cannot go beyond the use of 
learned material. 

0 

 


